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Chapter - Brant,, Ross’ Goose, and Btti P ei= 0 p Goose 
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gulls, largest of Arctic gulls, feed heavily on young brant, swallowing 
them whole. Bigger young, some up to two and one-half poun ds, are pecke' 
to death. 

Wolves prowl the shores of Anderson River, but only once in 5 years 
of observation did one swim out to the nesting islands. There it de- 
stroyed 10 brant and goose nests and 20 gull nests. Of the 23 polar 
bears I have seen on nesting grounds, none bothered brant or o their young 
nor were brant afraid of the bears, although they passed within a few 
feet of incubating females. But barren ground grizzly bears in Anderson 
and Mackenzie Deltas are a different matter; brant panicked as the bears 
approached. Grizzlies range widely, and because they have appeared only 
twice in 6 years at Anderson ^iver Delta, it seems pure chance when they 
stumble into a goose colony. But when they did show up in 1958, two of t 
them ate eggs and young from the nests of 135 brant and 160 snow geese 
in 6 days. 

The Arctic fox is by far the most destructive predator on brant, 
which are too small to scare them off. The larger snow geese usually 
can drive them away. Several times I have watched a pair of foxes work 
together 6o rob a brant nest. The birds put up an almost suicidal de- 
fense, but the foxes were not intimidated and carried off the eggs one 
by one. One nest cleaned out, the pair moved onto the next. Poxes on 
Anderson River Delta destroyed 112 nests in this way in 7 days; they ate 
about 10 percent of the eggs and cached the rest. 

Eskimos tell me foxes do not like to get we£, and I have watched a 
fox walk nearfy half a mile around a lake to get to a brant nest it could 
have reached by 20 feet of wading. For that reason, foxes rarely bother 
nests on small islets unless food is exception ally scarce, and it may be 
that brant have evolved their preference for such nest sites as a conse- 
quence. 

.Arctic foxex and lemmings on Banks Island reached a high density 
before the numbers of lemming fell sharply in the late winter of 1961. 

The foxes managed to survive until the geese arrived. The thaw was 
early that spring, and weather was exceptionally good for goose repro- 
duction. Poxes ate eggs and young birds all summer as a substitute for 
lemmings. The result was that the crop of brant and snow geese was re- 
duced by half. Poxes disappeared shortly after the geese went south. 
Probably they died out in the absence of a food supply. We&ther in 1962 
again was ideal for nesting and the brant reproduced well because the fox 
were gone. 
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